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SCIENCE COMMUNICATION 

IN SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CONTEXTS 
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MY COMMENTS TODAY 

ÁTwo challenges of communicating 

todayôs science in societal and 

political contexts 

ÁA few potential agenda items in 

terms of what we do and donôt know 

about effective communication in 

social environments 
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ÁRapid pace and scientific complexity of 

Nano-Bio-Info-Cogno (NBIC) revolution 

ÁSynthetic biology 

ÁInformation technologies, Big Data 

ÁNanomedicine 

Áetc. 

ÁELSI concerns emerging at a rate that 

often outpaces societyôs capacity to 

debate appropriate policy options 

 

FIRST, LIFE SCIENCES AS 

PART OF AN NBIC REVOLUTION 
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SECOND, TRADITIONAL SCIENCE-PUBLIC 

INTERFACES ARE CRUMBLING é 
http://www.cjr.org/currents/hard_numbers_jf2013.php 
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é AND ACADEMIC STRUCTURES 

ARE NOT FAR BEHIND 
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ÁTwo challenges of communicating 

todayôs science in societal and 

political contexts 

ÁA few potential agenda items in 

terms of what we do and donôt know 

about effective communication in 

social environments 

ÁThe science-public interface is 

one of many socio-political 

interfaces é 
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ÁThere is no such thing as a narrative 

vacuum é at least not for long 

ÁOnce issues and frames are 

established, they are difficult to change 

(ñglobal climate disruptionò debate of 

September 2010) and will continue to 

shape perceptions and policy 

SCIENCE COMPETING OVER FRAMES 

AND MESSAGES WITH OTHER PLAYERS 
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ÁTwo challenges of communicating 

todayôs science in societal and 

political contexts 

ÁA few potential agenda items in 

terms of what we do and donôt know 

about effective communication in 

social environments 

ÁTrust matters, but it is not  

on the decline é 
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IN FACT, SCIENCE CONSISTENTLY OUTPERFORMS 

OTHER INSTITUTIONS é INCLUDING THE PRESS 
(Data based on National Opinion Research Center (NORC) personal interviews with national adult samples,  

collected as part of continuing series of social indicators since 1972)  
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Press 

Organized religion 

Scientific community 
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ÁTwo challenges of communicating 

todayôs science in societal and 

political contexts 

ÁA few potential agenda items in 

terms of what we do and donôt know 

about effective communication in 

social environments 

ÁWe all use heuristics, especially 

for uncertain science é 
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IRONICALLY, EVEN SCIENTISTS DONõT 

EXCLUSIVELY RELY ON INFORMATION 
Corley, E. A., Scheufele, D. A., & Hu, Q. (2009). Of risks and regulations: How leading US nanoscientists form policy stances about 

nanotechnology. Journal of Nanoparticle Research, 11(7), 1573-1585. doi: 10.1007/s11051-009-9671-5 

 

Predicting views that nano research should be regulated é 
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ÁTwo challenges of communicating 

todayôs science in societal and 

political contexts 

ÁA few potential agenda items in 

terms of what we do and donôt know 

about effective communication in 

social environments 

ÁToward a world of ñglobal 

information distribution for the 

people, by the peopleò 
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CAN CONTEXTUALIZED NEWS  

UNDERMINE SCIENCE? 
Brossard, D., & Scheufele, D. A. (2013). Science, new media, and the public. Science, 33(6115), 40-41. doi: 10.1126/science.1232329  

 


